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Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s  
27th Annual Black History  

Month Special Edition coming in  
February 2022.  

To advertise, email to  
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

NFL partners with four universities to study 
and measure on-field head impacts using NFL 
novel mouthgard sensors for college athletes

Tigers accept invitation to 
EasyPost Hawaii Bowl on  
from sports page 1
to support the Tigers but cannot 
travel to the game are able to do-
nate in lieu of purchasing tickets 
at the link mentioned. Please 
note that all bowl ticketing reve-
nue is used to support Memphis 

Athletics. 
 All attendees must be fully vac-
cinated against COVID-19 and 
download the LumiSight UH app 
where they will upload their vac-
cination card and complete the 
daily health check-in. Anyone 
entering the state of Hawaii must 
adhere to the state’s Safe Travels 
program. For more information, 
v i s i t 
https://Hawaiicovid.com/travel/ 
about Safe Travel Hawaii. 
  The EasyPost Hawaii Bowl will 
be the 15th bowl game in school 
history for the Tigers. Memphis 
has earned a bowl bid in eight-
straight seasons. The Tigers trip 
to Honolulu will be the first in 
program history. 
 ESPN Events, a division of 
ESPN, owns and operates a port-
folio of 35 collegiate sporting 

PGA TOUR winner Lee Elder succumbs at age 87 ... from sports page 3

NEW YORK, NY – The Na-
tional Football League (NFL) re-
cently announced new 
partnerships with four research 
universities to expand its collec-
tion of data regarding on-field 
head impacts to inform injury re-
duction efforts at the professional 
and collegiate levels. Football 
players at The University of Ala-
bama, The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, The Uni-
versity of Washington, and Uni-
versity of Wisconsin will have 
the opportunity to opt-in to the 
NFL's novel program, which col-
lects data from a sensor built into 
a custom-fit mouthguard. 
 The high-tech mouthguard sen-
sors, which are currently used by 
players at 10 NFL clubs, are de-
signed to collect kinematic data, 
including impact speed, direc-
tion, force, location and severity. 
Insights gleaned from the data 
collected will help inform the 
NFL's approach to injury reduc-
tion and decrease head impacts 
overall. The NFL's application of 
data through better prediction of 
injury, rules changes and the con-
tinued advancement of better-
performing equipment, like 
position-specific helmets, has 
helped improve the safety of the 
game. 
 Players at all four universities 
are using the mouthguard sensors 
this season. Data collected is an-
onymized and analyzed by the 
NFL-NFLPA's independent engi-
neering experts at BioCore, led 
by Dr. Jeff Crandall, and in col-
laboration with NFLPA-affiliated 
consultants such as Dr. Kristy 
Arbogast, the director of engi-
neering for the Center for Injury 
Research and Prevention at The 
Children's Hospital of Philadel-
phia. The program is overseen by 
NFL's Jennifer Langton, Senior 

mental Sciences at The Univer-
sity of Alabama is a key aspect of 
our ability to provide quality 
medical care to all student ath-
letes and is instrumental in this 
study." 
 "The University of North Caro-
lina has always been at the fore-
front of research in many areas, 
and particularly, player safety re-
search," said University of North 
Carolina Head Coach Mack 
Brown. "When I was at UNC the 
first time, we were one of the first 
programs collaborating with re-
searchers on player safety and 
head injuries. I'm glad our sports 
medicine and human perform-
ance staffs are partnering with Dr. 
Jason Mihalik and his research 
team in the Matthew Gfeller 
Center to continue their national 
leadership in this area. Player 
safety is so important to the 
health of our game, so anything 
we can do to assist in gathering 
research that could potentially 
make the game safer, we're happy 
to do. We're proud to join these 
other prestigious Universities and 
hope this program will continue 
to make a difference with injury 
prevention." 
 "We're pleased to be part of this 
collaborative player-safety initia-
tive. I look forward collecting 
data that ultimately improves our 
ability to protect football players 
from head trauma at all levels – 
youth, high school, college and 
professional," said Dr. Kimberly 
Harmon, professor of family 
medicine and orthopedics and 
sports medicine at the University 
of Washington School of Medi-
cine. 
 "Reducing the risk of sport-re-
lated concussions is a priority for 
athletes, coaches, and health care 
providers," said Daniel Cobian, 
professor of orthopedics and re-

habilitation at the University of 
Wisconsin School of Medicine 
and Public Health. "The findings 
of this study will help us better 
understand the frequency and 
severity of head impacts sus-
tained by University of Wiscon-
sin football players during 
practices and games, and the cir-
cumstances such as equipment, 
training, or individual actions 
surrounding these impacts." 
 The mouthguard sensor program 
launched in 2019 as part of the 
NFL's $60 million commitment 
under the Engineering Roadmap 
to promote health and safety ini-
tiatives. The partnership with 
these four universities is an ex-

Vice President of Health and 
Safety Innovation. Each univer-
sity will be provided with a sta-
tistical analysis specific to their 
team to help inform their own ef-
forts to advance player health and 
safety. 
 "Sophisticated and specific data 
collection is central to our work 
to find better ways to research, 
diagnose, understand and better 
prevent injuries," said Dr. Allen 
Sills, NFL Chief Medical Officer. 
"We are excited to establish this 
partnership with not only na-
tionally-recognized collegiate 
football programs who have a di-
rect pipeline to the NFL, but also 
with esteemed research universi-
ties to expand the universe of in-
puts from which we can analyze, 
draw conclusions, and develop 
recommendations for how to 
make the game safer." 
 "We are proud to be selected as 
a researcher partner with the 
NFL," said Jeff Allen, University 
of Alabama Associate Athletics 
Director, Sports Medicine. "The 
prevention of concussions is one 
of the most important initiatives 
in football at all levels of the 
game. We believe the data that is 
being collected through this study 
will have a meaningful impact on 
the game of football and ulti-
mately make the game safe for all 
who play. Our association with 
the Athletic Training Program in 
the College of Human Environ-

 The mouthguard sensor pro-
gram launched in 2019 as 
part of the NFL's $60 million 
commitment under the Engi-
neering Roadmap to promote 
health and safety initiatives. 
The partnership with these 
four universities is an expan-
sion of the NFL's broader ap-
proach to driving innovation 
in the sport, and is the first 
phase of a program the 
league expects to expand to 
additional universities in the 
coming months and years. 

pansion of the NFL's broader ap-
proach to driving innovation in 
the sport, and is the first phase of 
a program the league expects to 
expand to additional universities 
in the coming months and years. 
 The NFL is committed to up-
holding the highest ethical stan-
dards for scientific research 
studies such as this one. Each of 
the participating university's In-
dependent Review Boards (IRB) 
has reviewed and approved the 
terms of this study. 
 

with him. That memory will re-
main special for so many, includ-
ing me, for many years to come. 
 “Lee was a good player, but 
most important, a good man who 
was very well respected by 
countless people,” added Nick-
laus. “The game of golf lost a 
hero in Lee Elder. Barbara and I 
send our heartfelt condolences to 
Lee’s wife Sharon and their en-
tire family.” 
 After finishing 45th on the 
money list during his rookie 
campaign (and becoming the first 
African American on the cover of 
Golf Digest), for the next decade 
Elder consistently stayed among 
the top 60 on the money list—the 
requirement for exempt status in 
that era. He only missed that 
standard twice. One of those sea-
sons was 1975, when his appear-
ance in the Masters was a 
dominant storyline after he won 
the 1974 Monsanto Open to earn 
an invitation. His impending ap-
pearance at Augusta National 
consumed his attention leading 
up to the Masters, a period during 
which he received many death 
threats.  
 “Last week, I tried to light a pen-
cil” Elder, a heavy smoker in 
those days, told the Associated 
Press in Augusta. The pre-tourna-
ment pressure yielded to a per-
fect drive on the first hole but 
rounds of 74 and 78 led to a 
missed cut. He played in the 
Masters five more times, tying 
for 11th in 1979 to match his best 
career finish in a major, at the 
1974 PGA Championship. Elder 
finished sixth at THE PLAYERS 
in 1976. 

Elder’s best year came in 1978 
when he won the Greater Mil-
waukee Open and American Ex-
press Westchester Classic and 
finished 13th on the money list 
with $152,198 in earnings. At 
Milwaukee, 10 years after his 
epic playoff with Nicklaus at 
Firestone, Elder flipped the script 
against another icon, Lee Tre-
vino, by winning on the eighth 
hole of sudden death.  
 Trevino had been working with 
Elder, helping him tame a hook 
and move the ball left to the right, 
including several hours on the 
range at Tuckaway Country Club 
in Wisconsin. Fellow pro Dave 
Stockton, an extraordinary putter, 
had improved Elder’s putting 
stroke by making it less wristy. 
“It shows the true character of a 
guy who is willing to work with 
and help a fellow competitor,” 
Elder said late in the 1978 sea-
son, which set him up to make 
the 1979 U.S. Ryder Cup team, 
the first Black golfer to play in 
the biennial matches. Elder had a 
1-3-0 record in a 17-11 American 
victory in the first Ryder Cup to 
include players from continental 
Europe. 
 Elder won eight times on PGA 
TOUR Champions from 1984 to 
1988, where he felt less pressure 
to succeed. “The game is a whole 
lot more money now,” he told a 
Philadelphia reporter in 1987. 
“It’s not as cutthroat. We’re close. 
We joke with each other. … You 
can take a week off and be with 
your family and not worry about 
six guys moving past you on the 
money list.” Even so, Elder fin-
ished second on the 1985 money 

list, behind Peter Thomson, on 
the strength of his four victories 
and three runner-up finishes. 
Elder went on to play in 414 total 
PGA TOUR Champions 
events—an even 1,200 rounds—
his last official appearance com-
ing in 2004.  
 “Some of the inspiration that 
Ted [Rhodes] gave other Black 
professionals like Lee Elder 
rubbed off on me,” said Calvin 
Peete, who died in 2015 after 
winning a dozen PGA TOUR 
events, including the 1985 
PLAYERS, from 1979-1986. 
“Lee Elder was a protégé of 
Ted’s, and I got inspired watch-
ing Lee play in the late 1960s. I 
remember watching Lee playing 
Jack Nicklaus in a playoff on tel-
evision. Lee was the first Black 
I’d ever seen play, and I was so 
impressed by the way he carried 
himself.” 
 In April 1997, Elder returned to 
Augusta National Golf Club not 
to play but to watch. He flew 
from Florida to Atlanta early 
Sunday morning then drove ac-
ross Georgia in time to see Tiger 
Woods tee off on No. 1 in pursuit 
of a record- and barrier-breaking 
victory. On the land where Elder 
became the first African Ameri-
can to compete in the Masters 

Tournament 22 years earlier, the 
multi-ethnic Woods wrapped up 
a 12-stroke victory. As Woods 
walked past a line of cheering 
fans toward Butler Cabin to re-
ceive a green jacket, he stopped 
to embrace Elder. Moments ear-
lier, while completing his historic 
tour de force, Woods had re-
flected on African American gol-
fers such as Sifford and Elder 
who paved the way in a sport 
slow to welcome them. 
 “I thought about those guys 
coming up 18,” Woods said that 
evening. “I said a little prayer and 
said thanks. I wasn’t the first. I 
wasn’t the pioneer. I thank them. 
I think that’s why this victory is 
even more special. Lee, because 
of what he did, I was able to play 
here. Because of Charlie, I was 
able to play on the PGA TOUR. I 
lived my dream because of those 
guys.” 
 Forty-five years after his trail-
blazing appearance at Augusta 
National, Elder was recognized 
by the club, which established 
scholarships in his name at Paine 
College, a historically Black col-
lege in Augusta, and invited him 
to be an honorary starter at the 
2021 Masters, along with Nick-
laus and Gary Player. Augusta 
National Chairman Fred Ridley 

introduced Elder, who did not hit 
a tee ball due to health reasons.  
 “Today, Lee Elder will inspire us 
and make history once more—
not with a drive, but with his 
presence, strength and character,” 
Ridley said to the assembled au-
dience that included several Afri-
can American PGA of America 
professionals and Masters cham-
pions Phil Mickelson and Bubba 
Watson.  
 “Lee endured so much, and that 
made his appearance at the 
Masters ceremonial tee shot, with 
Jack and I, so special,” said 
Player. “He was honored for his 
remarkable contributions to golf. 
He will be greatly missed in the 
golf world. Rest in peace my 
friend.” 
 In 1968, Player, long an oppo-
nent of apartheid in his native 
South Africa, asked Elder to play 
in the South African PGA at a 
time when a Black player com-
peting in the event was not pop-
ular among many segments of the 
population. It was an invitation 
Elder accepted.  
“The aim was to put a spoke in 
the wheel of apartheid. He was 
put under immense pressure not 
to come, but he still came. It took 
serious guts, but that is Lee Elder. 
His trip to South Africa went 

better than we could have ever 
imagined. He received standing 
ovations at every turn. It was 
truly special to see,” said Player, 
who lost his wife, Vivienne, to 
cancer in August. “I am very sad 
to hear of Lee’s passing. I would 
like to send my deepest sympa-
thies to his wife and family at this 
difficult time. He was a great 
contributor to society. He went 
through tough times in his life but 
was determined, like Martin 
Luther King and Nelson Man-
dela, to build a colorless society 
and one that allowed for equal 
opportunities for all.” 
 
Please send condolences to: 
 Lee and Sharon Elder 
c/o Dori O'Rourke 
PO Box 461899 
Escondido, CA 92046 
 

 *** 
 For more information on the 
PGA TOUR, visit 
PGATOUR.com .

Memphis football clinches 
8th Bowl ... from sports page 1
failed. The Tigers scored again 
on a 25-yard touchdown pass 
from Seth Henigan to Eddie 
Lewis. Late in the 4th, Tulane 
would score a final touchdown, 
but the Tigers held on to secure 
the Senior Day win.  
  
Memphis waited anxiously to see 
where they would go bowling. 

Among the most likely options 
were the Hawaii Bowl, The 
Birmingham Bowl, Frisco Bowl, 
or Fenway Bowl. Each of those 
have Conference tie-ins with the 
American Athletic Conference. 
The Bowl announcement quickly 
came that the Tigers would ac-
cept the invite from the Hawaii 
Bowl.  

 
 Email 2022 Black History 
Month news and events to 
MSTnews@prodigy.net

 All attendees must be fully 
vaccinated against COVID-
19 and download the Lumi-
Sight UH app where they will 
upload their vaccination card 
and complete the daily health 
check-in. 

events nationwide. The roster in-
cludes five early-season college 
football games, 17 college bowl 
games, 12 college basketball 
events and a college softball 
event, which accounts for ap-
proximately 400 hours of live 
programming, reaches nearly 64 
million viewers and attracts over 
800,000 attendees each year. 
With satellite offices in more 
than 10 markets across the coun-
try, ESPN Events builds relation-
ships with conferences, schools 
and local communities, as well 
as providing unique experiences 
for teams and fans. 
 The platform behind billions of 
packages, EasyPost’s reliable, 
scalable, and flexible shipping 
API empowers eCommerce 
businesses across the globe to 
ship with ease. Compare rates of 
100+ carriers through a single in-
tegration and take advantage of 
the RESTful API’s 99.99% up-
time; the most reliable in the in-
dustry. Tap into the data-backed 
optimizations to save up to 74% 
on shipping costs and improve 
on-time delivery to 90 percent or 
higher. Visit EasyPost.com to set 
up an account .  
   For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low   on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook.  


